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Welcome to this wonderful program. To me, this concert is very 
special, allowing us to showcase the consummate talents and 
considerable work of four principal musicians from the Two Rivers 
Chamber Orchestra. Past performances by the quartet have been 
stand-out events and we're sure this one will be as well.

There is another reason I find this concert so special. Often, I 
get compliments about Friends of Music as an organization that 
contributes to the richness of the Panhandle. Our presence here 
has even led some of you to make this area your home.

But sometimes other people say that they really aren't great fans of classical music: 
they don't quite understand it; it's just not their thing. Maybe they don’t realize 
how pervasive classical music is. Not only does it provide much of the training to 
develop the skills of musicians, whether they ultimately play jazz or rock, it also 
infuses the other arts — and especially film — in ways that help form the bedrock 
of our society and shape our culture.

How so? As Max Derrickson has explained in his very excellent program notes 
for this concert, music is a counterpart to the visual. Particularly in film, it adorns 
and exaggerates the sentiments evoked and portrayed. Without the music, the 
cinematography doesn't have the same force or lasting impact.

When listening to the pieces included in this program, you will hear themes that 
have become very familiar over the years — and not just to film buffs. Many of 
these themes have been appropriated in commercials and for good reason: They 
heighten our senses and evoke emotions in ways that are not possible through 
spoken or written words.

So sit back and enjoy, let your senses be stroked, and come to appreciate once 
more what treasures we have in these fine musicians.

W
EL

C
O

M
E

TO
 T

H
IS

 C
O

N
C

ER
T

With very best wishes,

 
 
Judith Miller Jones 
President, Friends of Music
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JED GAYLIN

"Generous" is the word 

listeners and performers 

use time and again to 

describe conductor Jed 

Gaylin's approach to the 

orchestra, the score, and 

the audience. His joyful 

abandon and probing 

intellect combine to 

create powerful 

programs, compelling 

interpretations, and 

evenings that are fresh 

and exuberant. The 

legendary conductor 

George Szell said: "In 

music one must think 

with the heart and feel 

with the mind." Jed 

Gaylin embodies this 

maxim abundantly  

and passionately.

This concert season, Jed Gaylin is celebrating his 12th season 
as music director of the Two Rivers Chamber Orchestra. He 
is a tremendous asset, and we are lucky to have him! He has 
made an enormous difference in the quality and creativity 
of the orchestra’s programming and performances. 

His approach to music, musicians, and life-lived-large is rare: 
It includes an old-world commitment to study and depth 
of conception, combined with a welcoming presence and 
warm engagement — both on and off the podium.

Orchestra members and soloists often recount how Jed's 
rehearsals and performances elicit their very best, not only 
individually but collectively. His dedication to exploring 
music's fullest potential in a collaborative spirit reaches 
beyond the stage to draw the audience into the creative 
act. Listeners feel engaged as participants in an eloquent 
musical conversation.

Jed is also the music director of the Hopkins Symphony 
Orchestra in Baltimore and the Bay Atlantic Symphony in 
New Jersey. In addition, he is principal guest conductor of the 
Cape May Music Festival. His numerous guest appearances 
include the St. Petersburg State Symphony, National Film and 
Radio Philharmonic (Beijing, China), Shanghai Conservatory 
Orchestra, Bucharest Radio Orchestra, Academia del Gran 
Teatre del Liceu (Barcelona, Spain), Eastman School of Music 
Broadband Ensemble, and many others. 

He earned both a Bachelor of Music in piano and a Master 
of Music in conducting at the Oberlin Conservatory, and 
a Doctor of Musical Arts in conducting at the Peabody 
Conservatory. He attended the Aspen Music Festival as a 
conducting fellow. Among other honors, he has received 
a National Endowment for the Arts grant and the Presser 
Music Award. His conducting teachers have included Frederik 
Prausnitz, Leonard Slatkin, Jahja Ling, Murry Sidlin, Paul 
Vermel, and Michel Singher, and, for piano, Lydia Frumkin.

He lives in Baltimore with his wife, poet Lia Purpura, and 
their standard poodle, Dasha. 

For more information, visit his website at www.jedgaylin.com.

MUSIC DIRECTOR



4

Deborah Robertson Luksa
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

HEATHER AUSTIN-STONE
VIOLIN

Heather Austin-Stone began her violin studies at age 10. She attended 

Shenandoah University on full scholarship, studied with Dr. Kenneth Sarch, and 

received her Bachelor of Music in performance, summa cum laude, in 1994. 

A year later, she graduated with a Master of Music degree from Northwestern 

University.

Austin-Stone is currently the concertmaster of the Two Rivers Chamber Orchestra, 

and a section 1st violinist with the Roanoke Symphony Orchestra. She is the 

former assistant concertmaster with the Maryland Symphony Orchestra in 

Hagerstown. She is a sought-after performer at weddings and other events, 

on acoustic and electric violin.

She teaches violin and viola at Shepherd University and coaches the 1st violins 

of the Shepherd Community Orchestra. She has also taught at the Barbara 

Ingram School for the Arts in Hagerstown and in private and public schools. 

She maintains a home violin and viola studio in Shepherdstown.
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

PETR SKOPEK
VIOLIN

Petr Skopek was born in Prague, Czech Republic, where he began his musical 
studies at the National School of Music at the age of six. He attended the 
Academy of Fine Arts in Frederick, Maryland, and received a Bachelor of Music 
in violin performance from the University of North Texas College of Music. He 
received his Maryland state professional teaching certificate in 2006.

As a violinist, Skopek is currently a member of the Maryland Symphony 
Orchestra, the Two Rivers Chamber Orchestra, the Two Rivers String Quartet, 
the Gettysburg Chamber Orchestra, and the Shippensburg Festival Orchestra. 
In the past, he has performed with orchestras and chamber groups in Texas, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Washington, DC, including the 
East Texas Symphony, the Richardson Symphony, the Amarillo Symphony, the 
Alexandria Symphony, Concert Artists of Baltimore, the National Philharmonic, 
the Washington Concert Opera, and the Choral Arts Society of Washington, DC.

From 1996 to 2002, Skopek worked as a private-lesson violin and viola 
instructor for the Texas independent school districts of Plano, Richardson, and 
Lewisville. From 2002 to 2022, he served as a band and orchestra director in 
the Frederick County, Maryland, Public Schools system, where his orchestras, 
bands, and jazz bands consistently received awards, superior ratings, and 
recognition at county and state music festivals and adjudications. In 2023, 
he became the orchestra director at Barbara Ingram School for the Arts, an 
arts magnet high school in Washington County, Maryland. He also serves 
as a clinician, conductor, adjudicator, and string coach. He has worked with 
many youth orchestras and festival ensembles in Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
and West Virginia.
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

JASON DIGGS
VIOLA

Jason Diggs began studying violin at the age of nine in Baltimore City Public 
Schools. He received his Bachelor of Music in viola and Artist Diploma in 
quartet studies from Shenandoah Conservatory and earned his Master of 
Music in viola performance from the San Francisco Conservatory.

He has participated in master classes given by the violist Kim Kashkashian, 
the conductor Christoph Wyneken, the pianist John O’Conor, and the Juilliard 
Quartet and has served as principal viola in an orchestral master class given 
by the conductor Sir Simon Rattle.

Diggs has performed with several orchestras, including the Baltimore Chamber 
Orchestra, the National Philharmonic, the Harrisburg Symphony, the Maryland 
Symphony, Two Rivers Chamber Orchestra, and the Roanoke Symphony. 

He is an active Suzuki violin and viola instructor at Frederick Community 
College and has participated in the Starling-DeLay Teaching Symposium at 
the Juilliard School in New York.



HIT YOUR
 HIGH NOTE

     

     
      

        
        LIVE LIFE IN FULL HARMONY

(304) 596-0750 
HarmonyAtMartinsburg.com 
13857 Apple Harvest Drive 
Martinsburg, WV 25403

ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

EXPERIENCE YOUR 
VIP TOUR TODAY!

7 1 3 5  6 8 3 0   3 4 3 2 4 0

A D M I T  T W O

T O U R  D E T A I L S

The arts have a significant economic impact in West Virginia. The latest 
available state-by-state data produced jointly by the National Endowment 
for the Arts and the U.S. Department of Commerce's Bureau of Economic 
Analysis show arts and cultural activities added $1.468 billion to West 
Virginia's economy in 2022, or 1.5 percent of the state's total economic 
activity. Nearly 16,000 West Virginians were employed in arts and cultural 
activities, and their earnings and benefits totaled nearly $1 billion.

SUPPORT THE 

ARTS!
www.friendswv.org

The arts have a 
significant economic 
impact in West Virginia

Friends of Music
PO Box 220 Shepherdstown, WV 25443
www.friendswv.org  |  info@friendswv.org

Harmony at Martinsburg



13

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

CAMILO PÉREZ-MEJÍA
CELLO

Camilo Pérez-Mejía is a graduate of the Universidad Javeriana in Bogotá, 
Colombia. On moving to the United States, he studied at Shenandoah 
University, earning a Master of Music in Cello Performance and an Artist 
Diploma in Quartet Studies, and also completing coursework for a Doctor of 
Musical Arts in Performance. 

He has received soloist awards from institutions such as the Sinfónica Nacional 
de Colombia, Universidad Javeriana, and Shenandoah Conservatory. He has 
performed with various ensembles, both nationally and internationally.

Pérez-Mejía is the principal cellist for the Two Rivers Chamber Orchestra, the 
founding music director of the Charles Washington Symphony Orchestra, 
and is the current conductor of the Shepherd Community Orchestra. He also 
actively participates in various ensembles, including the Two Rivers and Argot 
string quartets and the flute/cello duo Entropy in Two. 

He teaches at the Barbara Ingram School for the Arts and Shepherd University.
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THE PROGRAM

MATINEE MAGIC
Music from iconic film scores, soundtracks, and unusual pieces  

that capture the essence of cinematic moments.

Franz Schubert (1797–1828) — String Quartet No. 8 in B-flat 
major, D.112 (Op. Post. 168)

III. Menuetto: Allegro (Film reference: Little Women, 2019)

Samuel Barber (1910–1981) — String Quartet, Op. 11

II. Adagio (Platoon, 1986)

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770–1827) — String Quartet No. 
15 in A minor, Op. 132

III. Heiliger Dankgesang ("Song of Thanksgiving") Molto adagio — 
Andante (The Soloist, 2009)

—  I N T E R M I S S I O N  —

Antonín Dvořák (1841–1904) — String Quartet No. 12 in F major, 
Op. 96 "American"

II. Lento (Kolja, 1996)

Max Richter (b. 1966) — On the Nature of Daylight, arr. Alice 
Hong (Arrival, 2016)

Howard Shore (b. 1946) — The Breaking of the Fellowship (from 
Shore's score for the final scene of the film The Lord of the Rings: 
The Fellowship of the Ring, 2001), arr. Alex Phillip Yates
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PROGRAM NOTES

INTRODUCTION 

 Some thoughts about music and the movies

Music as a counterpart to visual scenes, as is common in films, precedes cinema itself. 
Famously, for example, Beethoven's Pastoral Symphony (1808) intentionally evoked 
scenes of nature and the feelings nature elicits. 

But composers were mixing the senses long before that. The French Baroque composer 
Marin Marais (1656–1728) often wrote music intended to portray specific images and 
sensations. One striking example is his 1725 work entitled The Bladder-Stone Surgery, 
which detailed exactly that medical procedure (the score includes notations such as 
"The patient is bound with silken cords" and "He screameth")!

More familiarly (and surely more pleasingly), Antonio Vivaldi (1678–1741) at about 
the same time gave an exquisite musical expression of the seasonal changes of the 
year in his group of four violin concerti titled Four Seasons. Here, in a tour de force of 
Baroque complexity, each concerto is accompanied by a sonnet divided into three 
verses that correspond to that concerto's three movements. Each sonnet narrates 
incidents and emotions appropriate to the season at hand (such as spring birdsong, 
the buzzing of insects in the summer, the barking of hunting dogs in the autumn, and 
the howling cold winds of winter), and these incidents and emotions can be heard 
approximated in the music. 

The Romantic Era, of course, brought musical representation of natural phenomena 
even more to the fore. Perhaps no one was more devoted to the creation of emotion-
meets-image-meets-musical-sequence than Richard Wagner (1813–1883) and his 
extraordinary operas.

But to come together in their most potent combination, it almost seems as though 
music, emotions, and images had been waiting for the advent of cinema. From almost 
the very beginning of commercial moving pictures in 1895, music accompanied the 
visuals on the screen. But because film technology at first could only record images, 
this music was originally provided by live musicians—typically a pianist or a small 
instrumental ensemble. Later, the art-house organ and its many sound effects became 
hugely popular in movie houses, and the organists would improvise as they went along, 
playing beloved pieces of music, both popular and classical, to adorn and exaggerate 
the sentiments of each film's story.

By the early years of the 20th century, the movies had become so wildly popular 
that great composers began to write musical scores specifically for them. The first 
famous composer to do this was Camille Saint-Saëns (1835–1921) for a 1908 film 
called The Assassination of the Duke of Guise. Saint-Saëns's craftsmanship in treating 
this film's music as a piece of art unto itself, yet intrinsically linking the music to the 
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action, characters, and emotions of the storyline, changed everything in cinema. In the 
ensuing decades, directors and composers would come together to make some of 
the greatest collaborations in all of art: Think of Sergei Eisenstein and Sergei Prokofiev 
(Alexander Nevsky, 1938); Alfred Hitchcock and Bernard Hermann (Psycho, 1960); and 
Steven Spielberg and John Williams (Jaws, 1975). 

In addition to new music written specifically for films, Classical music on its own terms 
was also taken out of its concert hall context and used, to significant effect, in many 
movie soundtracks. Think especially of Stanley Kubrick's 2001: A Space Odyssey and 
its use of Richard Strauss's opening to Also Sprach Zarathustra. 

In this concert, you will hear both original film music (by Max Richter and Howard Shore) 
as well as classical blockbusters (from Schubert, Barber, Beethoven, and Dvořák) that 
were "repurposed" to magically enhance different films.

In short, music and movies seem to have been meant for each other, regardless of the 
origins of the music itself. As an anonymous film critic once said:

When watching a film, the director or actor may put the tear in your eye, but it takes 
music to make it spill upon your cheek.

Franz Schubert
(Born in Vienna, Austria, in 1797; died in Vienna, Austria in 1828)

String Quartet No. 8 in B-flat major, D. 112 (published posthumously 
as Op. 168)

III. Menuetto — Allegro

The exceptional music of Franz Schubert can be heard in dozens of films, always giving 
added meaning — and an additional layer of excellence — to the scenes involved.  
Tapping into Schubert's genius in this way, Greta Gerwig employed no fewer than 
five of his dance pieces in her superb 2019 remake of the classic film and novel, Little 
Women. One of these dance pieces is the Dance Minuet movement from an early 
string quartet, No. 8 in B-flat major, written in 1814.

Schubert's later string quartets, such as Nos. 13, 14, and 15 from 1824 and 1826, were 
often laden with pathos. But his earlier string quartets, including No. 8, are instead filled 
with light, charm, and wit. (This is not incidental: Schubert wrote these early quartets 
for his family to play privately at their home, with himself on the viola and his father 
and two brothers rounding out the family's string quartet ensemble.)

No. 8’s very lyrical third movement, the Menuetto (the Italian version of minuet), 
unabashedly embraces Schubert's lifelong love for the dance forms that were so 

PROGRAM NOTES
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popular in Vienna in his day, and it is absolutely danceable. The first section begins 
with the upper violin lilting along with a pleasantly elegant and singable melody. But 
notice how Schubert (the family violist) gives the viola an especially prominent part — 
and how this allows for the two violins to dally alongside in their own wonderful duets.

The Trio section (middle section, beginning roughly at about two and a half minutes) 
is a delicate surprise. As the violins play a new and gentler melody in longer notes, the 
viola and soon the cello pizzicato their way through the harmonies, as though tenderly 
tiptoeing up behind one’s beloved. The music from the first section returns for one 
last round of the dance, and the Menuetto ends with a smiling grace.

Samuel Barber
(Born in West Chester, Pennsylvania, in 1910; died in New York City, New York, 
in 1981)

String Quartet in B minor, Op. 11

II. Molto adagio

Barber wrote his only string quartet in 1936. The first and third movements are dissonant 
and angular but the middle movement, molto adagio, is a piece of astoundingly 
sonorous beauty. These contrasting approaches to composing would define Barber's 
unique career: He was equally masterful at pushing harmonic boundaries and in 
creating some of the most lush and lyrical melodies in the 20th century.

Immediately after finishing the string quartet, Barber arranged its middle-movement 
Adagio as a separate piece for string orchestra and entitled it Adagio for Strings. 
Knowing that it was, as he said, "a knockout," Barber sent it to the conductor Arturo 
Toscanini, who gave the piece its premiere in 1938. From that premiere, the Adagio's 
popularity and importance in American culture has never waned. It soon became 
regarded as America’s semiofficial music for mourning, and it was performed often after 
tragic moments in American history. In 1945, it was played during the announcement 
of Franklin Roosevelt’s death; in 1963, it was performed to an empty hall at the Kennedy 
Center after the assassination of John F. Kennedy; and in 2001, it was heard prominently 
after the World Trade Center bombing on 9/11. The Adagio’s emergence into cinema 
began, most notably, in 1980 with David Lynch’s classic film, The Elephant Man. But 
the music's huge popularity was forever cemented when Oliver Stone used it as the 
main theme for his 1986 Vietnam antiwar film, Platoon.

Adagio for Strings is at once contemplative and melancholic, and thus it is well suited 
to its use in films and memorial events. Nonetheless, as beautiful as this work is in its 
string orchestra arrangement, the Molto adagio middle movement from the original 
string quartet version captures an uncanny intimacy. The main theme, first played by the 

PROGRAM NOTES
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upper violin, is lyrical and pensive, as though lost in a circle of memories, which slowly 
moves upward by steps. Underneath, long chords create a darkly hued atmosphere 
which shifts unhurriedly. The theme's steplike motion eventually gives way to quiet, 
wide melodic leaps, but rather than jangling the psyche, they murmur sentiments of 
hope. The music builds to an intense climax at about five and a half minutes, which 
is answered by a long silence. The music then recedes by ingeniously recreating the 
feeling of several profound sighs, and then, of quietude. The music of the beginning 
returns to end the work, but now, with a feeling of almost impossible tenderness, 
whispering of a fragile sense of promise.

Ludwig van Beethoven
(Born in Bonn, Germany, in 1770; died in Vienna, Austria, in 1827)

String Quartet No. 15 in A minor, Op. 132

III. Heiliger Dankgesang ("Song of Thanksgiving ") Molto adagio

Beethoven has been a factor in films from the earliest days of cinema, perhaps 
beginning with a now lost French silent biopic called Beethoven produced around 
1913. Since then, he and his music have figured in over 1,200 movies, television shows, 
and documentaries. One of the most memorable examples may well be Walt Disney's 
1940 animated film, Fantasia, which featured Beethoven's Symphony No. 6 ("Pastoral"). 

The Beethoven music in our concert, the Molto adagio movement to his String Quartet 
No. 15, was used powerfully in director Joe Wright's 2009 movie about a homeless 
cellist, The Soloist.  

Quartet No. 15 is one of Beethoven's late quartets, created very near the end of his 
life. Beethoven used these quartets to explore new musical territory and innovative 
ways to convey very deep emotions. No. 15 was written in 1825 while Beethoven was 
battling a gravely serious gastrointestinal illness. He survived this dance with death 
and captured his gratitude, and the sheer joy of coming back into health, in No. 15's 
third movement, Molto adagio (very slow).

Beethoven subtitled this movement Heiliger Dankgesang eines Genesenen an die 
Gottheit, in der lydischen Tonart ("Holy song of thanksgiving of a convalescent to the 
Deity, in the Lydian Mode"). This movement is the centerpiece of the whole quartet, 
and its beautiful opening chorale is transcendent. Cast in the modal-sounding key F 
Lydian, this chorale is slow, somber, and vulnerable — Beethoven's musical expression 
of humble thanks. Following this chorale is a quicker section, marked to be played 
"with renewed strength," that is frisky and joyful. The somber chorale and its joyful 
counterpart alternate twice, but while the chorale's return becomes increasingly 
introspective and eloquent, its quicker counterpart almost flits with dancelike 

PROGRAM NOTES
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ebullience: Especially jubilant is the passage at about eight minutes, with runs and 
embellishments twirling between the quartet's players. The chorale returns one final 
time to end the movement, now deeply lyrical and intense and marked to be played 
"with the most intimate emotions." It strengthens into a climax, and then retreats into 
quiet gratitude, like a prayer.

Antonin Dvořák
(Born near Prague, Bohemia (now Czech Republic), in 1841; died in Prague  
in 1904)

String Quartet No. 12 in F major, Op. 96, B. 179, "American"

II. Lento

The music of the Czech composer Antonin Dvořák has been accompanying movies 
almost since the birth of the industry, beginning in 1929 with a remarkable film, called 
Hallelujah, that featured an all-Black cast. Indeed, his music has been so popular in 
cinema that it has been used in over 100 films just since the 1996 film, Kolja, which 
used the Dvořák music featured in our concert: the Lento movement from his String 
Quartet No 12. (Incidentally, Greta Gerwig's Little Women uses another movement 
from this string quartet.)

No. 12 was written in 1893 while Dvořák was serving as director of the newly created 
National Conservatory of Music in New York City. In the summer of that year, he took a 
break from the frenetic New York scene to spend time in the quiet of the countryside 
with a diaspora of Czech immigrants in Spillville, Iowa. Within two weeks he composed 
his now hugely popular String Quartet No. 12, later nicknamed the "American" quartet. 
One of the most beloved string quartets in the repertoire, this one is beautiful and 
robust; folksy, yet sophisticated. Every movement shines with gorgeous melodies, but 
especially magical is its second movement, Lento (very slowly).

The Lento opens with the viola and second violin repeating a gentle, undulating ostinato 
while the cello quietly plucks below. Overtop of this sound bed, the violin enters with 
a song that is lyrically breathtaking and deeply melancholic — something like a slow 
spiritual mixed with a Czech folksong. The movement seems to search for answers to 
this sorrowfulness with mild climaxes and light drama. But overall, the song continues 
to sing, attracting ever-changing gorgeous harmonies, melting like sunsets. At about 
three and a half minutes, the two violins begin a dialogue that develops into one of 
the most beautiful moments in the entire quartet. The Lento eventually ends with the 
cello taking up the sad song and ending with a last, lonesome, and fading chord that 
uncannily evokes a feeling of uncertainty.

PROGRAM NOTES
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Max Richter
(Born in Hamelin, West Germany, on March 22, 1966)

On the Nature of Daylight (Arr. for string quartet by Alice Hong)

German-born pianist and composer Max Richter was raised in England. He studied 
music at the University of Edinburgh and then the Royal Academy of Music (London), 
finally studying composition with the modernist Luciano Berio (1925–2003). His style 
evolved to include post-minimalism (minimalist-like), ambient, and contemporary 
(modern) classical music making, creating a tonally rewarding and thoughtfully crafted 
mix. He has written, performed and produced 14 solo classical music albums since 
2002 and has kept immensely busy with arranging, performing, and composing for 
stage, opera, ballet, and almost 60 films.

On the Nature of Daylight (performed in our concert in its string quartet arrangement) 
first appeared as a solo track on Richter's 2004 album titled The Blue Notebooks, 
which was conceived as a protest album against the 2003 invasion of Iraq. Most of the 
album's musical tracks have voice-over readings from Franz Kafka's The Blue Octavo 
Notebooks (1917–1919) and the writings of Czesław Miłosz. With On the Nature of 
Daylight, however, there were no voices, just strings and electronics. Richter described 
his conception of the piece:  

What I wanted to try and do was … create something which had a sense of luminosity 
and brightness, but made from the darkest possible materials.

On the Nature of Daylight soon became extremely popular for its lyrical reflectiveness 
and deep sense of sadness. The piece has found its way into several films since its 
album release, most memorably in Denis Villeneuve's 2016 sci-fi film Arrival. 

Like Barber's Adagio, Richter's On the Nature of Daylight feels as though it connects 
profound sadness with the stirrings of hope. In its string quartet arrangement, 
the work begins with three members of the quartet playing slow and lush chords, 
repeating four-bar phrases almost continually, very much like a Baroque chaconne. 
The harmonic progression is ruminative and unhurried, basking in an inner glow. At 
almost two minutes, the first violin then begins to gently rhapsodize in a minimalist 
style (a melody or phrase that repeats continuously but with gradual modifications). 
The second violin soon joins with its own rhapsodizing, sonically drifting high above 
the rest of the quartet. The music continues in this ruminative way until about five and 
a half minutes, when the cello finally comes to rest on a single note. And like gravity, 
the cello's sound-space pulls in the rest of the quartet, slowing their rustling, until — at 
last — all motion concludes with a long-held chord fading into silence.

PROGRAM NOTES
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 Nova Alternative Wellness 
 Downtown Shepherdstown, WV 

 Melissa Savory & Tim Lisbon 

 Stressed? Overwhelmed? Pained? 
 Reiki, Massage, Hypnosis & More 

 therapist@novaalternativewellness.com 
 304-860-0701 

 Remote options available! 
 “We see things others may not!” 

Nova Alternative Wellness

 
 

A full service bike, kayak, and canoe shop 
providing sales, services, and rentals.

115 West German St • Shepherdstown• 304-876-3000  

www.thepedalpaddle.com

Shepherdstown Pedal & Paddle
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Howard Shore
(Born in Toronto, Ontario, Canada,on October 18, 1946)

The Breaking of the Fellowship (from the final scene of The Lord of 
the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring, 2001, arr. for String Quartet 
by Alex Philip-Yates)

The Canadian-born musician Howard Shore grew up learning how to play multiple 
instruments, and he began playing in several bands at age 13. He attended the Berklee 
College of Music in Boston, and from there, his career began to blossom, first as a 
jazz-fusion musician and then as a composer for musicals and films.

Shore's first success in film scoring was in 1979 with the thriller The Brood, and since 
then he's had a very distinguished career with over 80 film scores. His greatest fame 
has been won for his music for Peter Jackson's 2001–2003 film trilogy, The Lord of 
the Rings, based on the fantasy books by J.R.R. Tolkien. Shore won his first Oscar for 
Best Original Score for his music to the first installment of the trilogy, The Fellowship 
of the Ring (2001). The music in the closing scenes, in particular (referred to as The 
Breaking of the Fellowship), has become extremely popular because of its great and 
lyrical theme. In the movie, Irish pop singer Enya sings words to this theme during 
the closing section of the film. This poignant music has been arranged many times 
for many kinds of ensembles; in our concert, we hear the string quartet arrangement.

The full quartet introduces the work with several long chords that are the basic 
harmonies of the main theme, and they conjure a somber and epic feeling — like an 
epilogue to a great adventure. The theme emerges briefly in the more rhythmically 
active violin but then recedes. The music then wanders through intertwining but 
independent parts from the quartet players, representing the group of friend-warriors 
(the Fellowship) each breaking out on his own journey. These independent parts, 
however, set the stage for the first full appearance of the main theme, also known as 
the song "In Dreams," at about two minutes. This theme sounds like an old and wistful 
English folk tune mixed with an air of the valiant — part folk song, part anthem. The 
music then does what the characters do, it goes a-wandering, through key changes 
and sets of lush chords, with snippets of the folk tune appearing like memories, and 
all the while stacking up in emotion. The final section, beginning a little before eight 
minutes, becomes increasingly heroic, rising with hope, with the understanding that 
the Fellowship shall one day reunite.

© Max Derrickson

PROGRAM NOTES
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Your community  
newspaper since1844

... and now a
proud supporter of

Friends of Music

spiritofjefferson.com

Spirit of Jefferson
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Private Instruction on All Instruments | Sales on Instruments, Sheet Music & Accessories

&
ELLSWORTH
music supply    repair

REPAIRS  •  RENTALS  •  SALES  •  LESSONS

THE POTOMAC  
MARKETPLACE  
(near Weis Market)
217–6 OAK LEE DRIVE
RANSON, WV 25438

www.EllsworthMusicSupply.com

EllsworthMusicSupplyRepair

TheEllsworthMusic@gmail.com

 A bed and breakfast next to the 
Antietam National Cemetery in 

Historic Sharpsburg, MD

www.innatantietam.com
301-432-6601

Breakfast Included | Family Friendly 
Dog Friendly | Free WiFi

Full Line Garden Center 
for Landscaping, 

Gardening Needs,  
& Flowers

Enjoy the Music

304-876-3188

The Inn at Antietam Potomac Farms Nursery & Greenhouses

Ellsworth Music Supply & Repair
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SPRING MILLS                  
88 Cordial Court  
681-242-6030
MARTINSBURG                
 1700 W. King Street  
304-264-4500
MARTINSBURG                 
255 Administrative Drive  
304-264-4520
INWOOD                  
142 Sader Drive  
304-229-0400 BankAtCity.com

CHARLES  TOWN             
1034 S. George Street   
304-725-9787
RANSON                 
75 West Virginia Way  
304-724-9155
BERKELEY SPRINGS    
149 N. Washington Street  
304-258-4343

We love
OUR COMMUNITYOUR COMMUNITY

Proud supporter of 
the arts community.

always something different

106 West German Street
(next to the Sweet Shop)

evolveshepherdstown@gmail.com
s o m e t h i n g n e w  

e v e ry w e e k!

106 WEST GERMAN STREET

(neXt to the sweet shoP)

evolveshepherdstown.com

City National Bank

Honor D Fine Shoes & Hats Evolve Shepherdstown
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Muscular Skeletal Therapies Greentree Associates

American Conservation Film Festival

MARCH 6-9, 2025
FRANK CENTER, SHEPHERD UNIVERSITY 

SHEPHERDSTOWN, WV 

With encore screenings throughout the year!

INFO & SCHEDULE: CONSERVATIONFILMFEST.ORG
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Walk to Restaurants & Shops
Updated Rooms & Baths 

Breakfast and WiFi Included
304.876.3715

ThomasShepherdInn.com

Thomas Shepherd Inn

Sharpsburg Pharmacy

Martinsburg Optical

Dickinson & Wait Craft Gallery

www.martinsburgoptical723.com

The Finest in Contemporary  
American Crafts Since 1991 

119 E. German Street 
Shepherdstown
Open Daily 11am–5pm 
304–876–0657

Celebrating 
   35 Years!
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Hoxton Planning & Management
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU
TO OUR MAJOR GOVERNMENT, FOUNDATION, AND 

CORPORATE SPONSORS FOR THE 2024–2025 SEASON

 
BENEFACTOR LEVEL SPONSORS 

West Virginia Department of Arts, Culture and History and
the National Endowment for the Arts,

with approval from the West Virginia Commission on the Arts

Ecolab Inc.
Nora Roberts Foundation  
The Long Meadow Fund 

Mary J. Stanley Charitable Fund

 
SUSTAINER LEVEL SPONSORS

John Gibson, DDS—Family Dentistry
Heidi Johnston, Keller Williams Realty

Marion Park Lewis Foundation for the Arts

 
PATRON LEVEL SPONSORS

City National Bank
Jefferson Security Bank 

Ian Thom Foundation

 
WE'RE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Many of the good things that happen in the Eastern Panhandle
wouldn't be possible without the exceptional generosity

of community-spirited organizations and businesses like yours.
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The Old Opera House Theatre Company

Shepherd University Wellness Center 

The Outsider • Comedy by Paul Slade Smith 
September 6 - 8 & 13 - 15, 2024

The Game’s Afoot • Comedy/Mystery  
By Ken Ludwig 
October 18 - 20 & 25 - 27, 2024

A Christmas Story • Musical 
From the book by Joesph Robinette 
December 5 - 8 & 13 - 15, 2024

Calendar Girls • Comedy/Drama by Tim Firth 
February 7 - 9 & 14 - 16, 2025

Dial M for Murder • Thriller 
Adapted by Jeffrey Hatcher, from the original by Frederick Knott 
March 14 - 16 & 21 - 23, 2025

Urinetown • Musical Comedy 
Music and lyrics by Mark Hollmann, lyrics and book by Greg Kotis 
May 2 - 4 & 9 - 11, 2025

For tickets and  
more information: 
OldOperaHouse.org

204 N. George Street
Charles Town, WV 25414
304-725-4420

2024-2025 
SEASON
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409 Howard Farm Road

Shepherdstown, WV 25443

P 304-876-6519

F 304-870-2134

karen@khkcpa.tax

www.khkcpa.tax

Karen Hacker Kinnett, CPA

Shepherdstown  
Pharmacy
7670 Martinsburg Pike
Shepherdstown, WV 25443

304-876-9966

M-F 9am - 7pm
Sat 9am - 2pm

Your locally owned, 
hometown pharmacy for all 
your medical needs!

Shepherdstown Pharmacy

Kinnett CPAs, Inc.Bridge Gallery 
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OUR SUPPORTERS 
2024-2025 SEASON

GRANTS
West Virginia Department of Arts, Culture and History and the National Endowment for the 
Arts, with approval from the West Virginia Commission on the Arts 

Ecolab   |   Nora Roberts Foundation   |   The Long Meadow Fund   |   
Mary J. Stanley Charitable Fund   |   Marion Park Lewis Foundation for the Arts   |   
Ian Thom Foundation

July 1, 2024 to  
January 8, 2025

Sustainer Corporate Sponsors  
($1,000–$2,499)
John Gibson, DDS—Family Dentistry
Heidi Johnston, Keller Williams Realty

Patron Corporate Sponsors  
($500–$999)
City National Bank
Jefferson Security Bank

MAJOR CORPORATE SPONSORS

We are deeply grateful to everyone who supports us!
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Nature Boys Landscape & Construction

The Hot Button Gallery 



39

Principal Chair Sponsors
(Minimum $1,000 contribution)

Alice & Neal Barkus, Concertmaster
Judith Miller Jones, Clarinet
Donna & Charles Printz, Jr., Oboe
Mary Ruos, Second Violin
John M. Shank, Cello
Robert A. Smith, Timpani
Vicki & Peter Smith, Flute
Dale & Henry Walter, Viola
Roy Winkel, Bassoon

Benefactors
(Over $2,500)

Alice and Neal Barkus
Judith Miller Jones
John M. Shank, in memory of Joseph 

Matthews
Robert A. Smith
Hank Willard

Sustainers
($1,000–$2,499)

Sharon Henderson
Donna & Charles Printz, Jr.
Mary Ruos
Susan Smith
Vicki & Peter Smith
Dale & Henry Walter
Roy Winkel

Patrons
($500-$999)

Iris & Gary Heichel
Vickie Weagley & Polly Kuhns
Elinor S. Ross, in memory of Sherman H. Ross
Elisabeth Staro
Kim & Tom Tucker
Marie Tyler-McGraw & Howard Wachtel

Partners
($250–$499)

Gregory Coble & CB Babcock
Monica & Bill Bowen
Dannie Wall & Wayne Braunstein
Shawn Buck
Eleanor Finn & Bill Carrigan 
Lou Cox

Anne & Frederic D'Alauro
Lee & Ralph Doty
Ann & Anders Henriksson
Donna & William Hiatt
Carolyn Rodis
Patricia & Alexander Short, in honor of Peter 

Smith
Bonnie Sitman
Phyllis & Ray Smock
Karl L. Wolf

Cultivators
($100–$249)

Linda Spatig & Marty Amerikaner
Aileen Boyd
Barbara Spicher & Martin Burke
Tina Burns
Ann Christy
Piper Dankworth
Sarah & Sam Fink
Eleanor Finn (in honor of Elisabeth Staro in 

thanks for her years of service to Friends of 
Music)

Lia Purpura & Jed Gaylin
Effie Kallas & David Hammer
Betse Hinkley
Nan Johnson
Marty & Carol Kable
Carol & Bruce Lapham
Thomas Miller
Susan Mills
Esther & Tim Murphy
Kaye Pritchard
Leah & David Rampy
Judy Rand
Barbara & John Shaffer
Ashley Short
Shannon Taylor
Honor D. Thompson
Deborah Tucker
Annette & Frank van Hilst
Chris Craig & Ed Wheeless

Friends
(Up to $99)

K. Chadsey Conant
Mary Ellen & Alan DeBord
Diana Eldridge

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS
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OPEN YEAR ROUND!

NURSERY
Colonial Farm

304-263-5232 • ColonialFarm.net
9008 TUSCARORA PIKE MARTINSBURG WV 25403

EXIT 13 OFF I-81, GO WEST AWAY FROM TOWN, 1/2 MILE ON THE LEFT.



Colonial Farm Nursery 
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James French
Alice & Ken Hill
Susan Kern
Molly Kramer
Deborah Bodner & David Lusk
Meg & John Menke
Kathleen Morotti
Robert Murphy
Mary O'Hara
Haydon Rudolf
Renny Smith

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS
Food Lion
Effie Kallas
Martin's 
Mark Muse
Peter Smith
Weis

MEMBERS
($175 per person)

Linda Spatig & Marty Amerikaner
Elise & Martin Baach
Alice & Neal Barkus
Edwinna Bernat
Gerard Blake
Monica & William Bowen
Aileen Boyd
Dannie Wall & Wayne Braunstein
Mary Jane Tuckerman & William Brown
Martin Burke
Tina Burns
Eleanor Finn & Bill Carrigan
Ann Christy 
Margaret & David Coe
Lou W. Cox
Piper Dankworth
Mary Ellen & Alan DeBord
Lee & Ralph Doty
Diana Eldridge
Sarah & Samuel Fink
Marianne, Steven & Marielle Gage
Evelyn Gettys
Nancy Hall
Effie Kallas & David Hammer
Iris & Gary Heichel
Sharon Henderson

Mary J.C. Hendrix
Ann & Anders Henriksson
Donna Hiatt
Alice & Ken Hill
Daria Iwanczuk
Nan Johnson
Heidi & Daniel Johnston
Judith Miller Jones
Susan Kern
Kathy Klein
Carol & Bruce Lapham
Rebecca & Burt Lidgerding
Melissa Savory & Tim Lisbon
Heather Marshall
Rita Caulfield & Richard Mier
Susan Mills
Susan & Robert Mitchell
Robert Murphy
Diana Niedzialkowski
Mary O'Hara
Judy Rand
Peggy Rasheed
Jayna Rison
Carolyn Rodis
Zelma Buskell & Alan Scott
Barbara & John Shaffer
Bonnie Sitman
Dana Smiles
Robert A. Smith
Vicki & Peter Smith
Phyllis & Ray Smock
Betty Snyder
Elisabeth Staro
Lou Ann Stovall
Donald Taylor
Anne Teresa
Annette & Frank van Hilst
Marie Tyler McGraw & Howard Wachtel
Dale & Henry Walter
Chris Craig & Ed Wheeless
Tim Whetzel
Hank Willard
Rie Wilson
Roy Winkel
Karl Wolf
Barbara & Robert Zingg

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS CONTINUED
FRIENDS CONT.
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Call us at 304-870-4038

DeFluri's Fine Chocolates

Morgan Lawn Services

113300  NN  QQuueeeenn  SStt           MMaarrttiinnssbbuurrgg  WWVV

DDeeFFlluurrii’’ss  
FFiinnee  CChhooccoollaatteess

304-264-3698

Chocolate connoisseurs shop where it’s made!

  You’re sure to find your 
favorites among the more than 

75 luscious chocolate selections 
that we make.

  Decadent truffles, silky creams, 
sea-salt caramels, marzipan, 

and oh so many more!
We are sheer paradise!

We’ve got a great selection of
sugar-free chocolates as well.

Tues - Fri - 11am to 6 pm Saturday - 11 am - 4 pm

defluris.com

Discover the finest, freshest, award-winning chocolates crafted !right here

304-676-9537

80 Volunteer Way Shepherdstown WV 25443

www.morganlawnservices.com

Water Fountains
 

Pond-less Waterfalls
 

Outdoor Lighting
 

Patios
 

Fire Pits
 

Retaining and Seating Walls
 

Dry River Bed's
 

Design / Installation / Maintenance
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 2024–2025  

CONCERT SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2024

GUT, WIND AND  
WIRE TRIO
7:30 pm • Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Shepherdstown, WV

ANCIENT AIRS AND DANCES
A range of early and Celtic pieces 
from the 16th to 18th centuries, as 
well as some original compositions

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2 &  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2024

TWO RIVERS  
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
7:30 pm Saturday & 3:00 pm Sunday 
Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church, 
Shepherdstown, WV

RADIANCE AND FIRE
Featuring Guest Artist  
Amit Peled, cello 
Henry Cowell (1897–1965) —  
Hymn and Fuguing Tune No. 10
Joseph Haydn (1732–1809) —  
Cello Concerto No. 1 in C major
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–1791) — 
Symphony No. 40 in G minor, K. 550

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2025 

TWO RIVERS  
STRING QUARTET
3:00 pm • Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Shepherdstown, WV 

MATINEE MAGIC
Iconic film scores, soundtracks, and 
unusual pieces that capture the 
essence of cinematic moments

SATURDAY, MARCH 29 &  
SUNDAY, MARCH 30, 2025 

TWO RIVERS  
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
7:30 pm Saturday • Shipley Recital Hall, 
Frank Arts Center, Shepherd University 
West Campus, Shepherdstown, WV 

3:00 pm Sunday • Zion Episcopal Church, 
Charles Town, WV

WORKING WITH NO-NETS
Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875–1912) — 
Nonet in F minor, Op. 2 
Josef Bohuslav Foerster (1859–1951) — 
Nonet, Op. 147
Bohuslav Martinů (1890–1959) —  
Nonet No. 2, H 374

SATURDAY, MAY 31 &  
SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 2025

TWO RIVERS  
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
7:30 pm Saturday & 3:00 pm Sunday  
Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church, 
Shepherdstown, WV

EN FAMILLE Featuring guest  
artists Stefan Jackiw, violin, and  
Yoonah Kim, clarinet
Carlos Simon (b. 1986) —  
An Elegy: A Cry From the Grave
Eric Nathan (b. 1983) — Double Concerto 
for solo violin and solo clarinet
Aaron Copland (1900–1990) —  
Clarinet Concerto
Giuseppe Verdi (1813–1901) —  
Prelude to Act III, La forza del destino
Felix Mendelssohn (1809–1847) —  
Violin Concerto in D minor, Op. posth.

NOTE: ALL PROGRAMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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Trinity Episcopal Church

Open Thursday - 
Monday at 5pm

Reservations 
Recommended

pressroomwv.com

The Press Room

L.A. Roberts Jewelers

Est. 1918

Trinity Episcopal Church
Services: 8AM & 10AM Sunday

8 AM Wednesday

All Are Welcome 

www.trinityshepherdstown.org
304-876-6990

200 West German Street
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
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Judith Miller Jones 
PRESIDENT

Heidi Johnston 
VICE PRESIDENT

Piper Dankworth 
SECRETARY

Barbara Zingg 
TREASURER

Tina Burns

Sharon Henderson 

Ann Henriksson

Heather Marshall

Peter Smith

Phyllis Smock

Elisabeth Staro

Jed Gaylin 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Sherry Sykes 
ADMINISTRATOR

Matthew Jagela 
SCOTT BEARD INTERN FROM THE  

SHEPHERD UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MUSIC

FRIENDS OF MUSIC  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2024–2025

www.friendswv.org • info@friendswv.org



Viking Tree Service

The Eastern Panhandle's  
#1 Choice For Expert Tree Care
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